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himself to defend them. Frederick mixed himself up
in the discussion, describing them as commercial es-
tablishments just like any other house of business.
Those who wrote for them were, as a rule, imbeciles
or humbugs; he gave his listeners to understand that
he was acquainted with journalists, and combated
with sarcasms his friend's generous sentiments.
Madame Arnoux did not notice that this was said
through a feeling of spite against her.
Meanwhile, the Vicomte was torturing his brain in
the effort to make a conquest of Mademoiselle Cecile,
He commenced by finding fault with the shape of the
decanters and the graving of the knives, in order to
show his artistic tastes- Then he talked about his
stable, his tailor and his shirtmaker. Finally, he took
up the subject of religion, and seized the opportunity
of conveying to her that he fulfilled all his duties.
Martinon set to work in a better fashion. With
his eyes fixed on her continually, he praised, in a
monotonous fashion, her birdlike profile, her dull fair
hair, and her hands, which were unusually short
The plain-looking young girl was delighted at this
shower of flatteries.
It was impossible to hear anything, as all present
were talking at the tops of their voices. M. Roque
wanted "an iron hand" to govern France. Nonan-
court even regretted that the political scaffold was
abolished. They ought to have all these scoundrels
put to death together.
"Now that I think of it, are we speaking of
Dussardier ?" said M. Dambreuse, turning towards
Frederick.
The worthy shopman was now a hero, like Sal-
lesse, the brothers Jeanson, the wife of Pequillet, etc